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From today, you'll meet people who had
shown extreme courage to keep our
country safe from terror, insurgency or
the underworld in the last few years.
They found their mission in life and
accomplished it, sometimes at the cost
of their lives or limbs. MiD DAY will
publish a braveheart’s tale every week
day till August 15. Visit mid-day.com for
related stories and videos.

TODAY: LT. BALWAN SINGH
His unit wrested Tiger Hill from the enemy,
after a steep climb of 12 hours 
> FULL STORY ON PAGE 7
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MATE HATE
HARASSED HUSBANDS FROM ACROSS
INDIA WILL MEET ON AUGUST 15 TO
PLAN FREEDOM FROM THEIR WIVES

CHETAN R
chetan.r@mid-day.com

Harassed husbands will
not celebrate a convention-
al Independence Day this
year.

Over a hundred of
them, representing more
than 30,000 from across
the country, will meet in
Shimla to decide on strate-
gies to take on their wives.

They believe they are
trapped in a women-cen-
tric society, and say they
won’t celebrate
Independence Day unless
their demands are met.

The demands include a
separate men’s welfare
ministry on the lines of
women and child welfare
ministry, equal taxation
for men and women,
change in inheritance
laws, amendment to the
Domestic Violence
Prevention Act, and
mandatory joint custody of
children for divorced 
couples.

Like-minded organisa-
tions such as SIFF (Save
Indian Family Foundation)
and CRISP (Children’s

Rights Initiative for Shared
Parenting) are part of the
summit.

“We are fighting for
independence from harass-
ing wives,” said Pandurang
Katti, president SIFF. “We
want to make our move-
ment more active.” 

The Maharashtra’s
Purush Suraksha Sanstha
and Uttar Pradesh’s Pathi
Paramesh Kendra will also
converge at Shimla.

“We will be intensifying
our movement after the
summit,” said Virag
Dhulia, member, SIFF.

Participants will come
from 28 cities including
Bangalore, Delhi, Mumbai,
Nagpur, Chennai and
Kolkata. They first met in
Goa last year.

Husbands committing
suicide because of harass-
ment is double the number
of wives committing sui-
cide, according to SIFF.

“Over 1.2 lakh harassed
husbands have committed
suicide in the past four
years. We will fight against
such wives through this
forum,” Katti told MiD
DAY.
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